Proposal for the Lutheran Center, Lutheran Church in Rwanda
Karl Smith

In July 2006, a delegation of 13 persons accompanied Bishop David Mullen from the Sierra Pacific
Synod to visit their companion synod, the Lutheran Church of Rwanda. While there, some individuals
shared a dream with part of the delegation for a Lutheran Center which would house a Lutheran
congregation in Rwanagana (they are presently worshipping under a tree), provide office space for
Bishop Kaliias and the Lutheran Church in Rwanda, and also would be the site for a school to be built
ontheland. A member of the delegation, Karl Smith of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Santa Rosa, took

the lead and set agoal to raise $100,000 for this project.

Rear (Ift toright): Mary Ritter, Stacy Bloom, Ginny McBride, Jim Floyd, Jerry Miloch,
Bishop David Mullen, Donna Burroughs
Front (left to right): Carol Floyd, Macy Kelly, Karl Smith, Lucy Kolin, Pat Baker, Peg Schultz-Akerson.

Photographer (not pictured), Diane Lowe

Karl's home congregation made a substantial commitment to help make this center a reality. At a
specially called congregational meeting on August 27, 2006, the congregation pledged $50,000 to start
the effort. This will alow for the negotiation of the purchase price for the Lutheran Center in Rwanda
and set up al the detalls of the purchase. The details include, but are not limited to questions of
ownership, title, and sustainability of the project. The hope is to raise at least $25,000-$50,000 from
other individuals and congregations. To date, $14,500 in pledges have been received in addition to the
$50,000 pledged by Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
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If you have questions, call Karl Smith: 707 (829-0606); or email: karl@mathnature.com.
Will you help usin this effort?
Please send your check (or pledge) to:

Rwanda Lutheran Center Fund

Sierra Pacific Synod

401 Roland Way, Suite 215

Oakland, CA 94621



